
Alhambra Yesteryears

1909



The Student Body of 1909

Here is the entire 
student body for 

Alhambra in 1908-
1909, a total of 57 

students in all 
4 classes



School Notes Page 1

• November Rally
• The Centennial of 

Abraham Lincoln
• List of School Officers 

for the Year
• February & March 

debates



School Notes Page 2

• Debating Convention 
& Debating Society

• Freshman Reception
• Plans for High School 

play
• Alhambra vs. 

Christian Brothers 
Basketball Game



School Notes Page 3

• Class articles featuring 
the class of Aught 
Nine

• The High School play 
“Checkmate”



Outstanding Student 

• Miss Leila Veale was 
class president and 
editor of this first 
volume of the Torch

• She also participated 
in the Debating 
Society



Alhambra Yesteryears

1912



School Notes Page 1

• Similar to 1909 torch 
with cord binding

• List of student body 
officers

• Freshman reception



School Notes Page 2

• John Wilkes Booth 
trial to commemorate 
Lincoln’s 
assassination

• The formation of the 
school council 
(beginning of class 
representatives)



School Notes Page 3

• Course articles 
(featuring only 1 class 
of Civics and 1 of 
Chemistry)

• School Play changed 
to a vaudeville show



Alhambra Yesteryears

1913



Alhambra High School 1913

• Dedication Page
• Faculty Page
• The New High School
• School News



Dedication Page

John Swett, 
President of the Board of Trustees



Faculty Page

Professor D.O. Brillhart, Principal



The New High School 1

• The explanation of the 
difference between 
graded schools and the 
“college preparatory 
school”.



The New High School 2

• The changes in the 
education system in 
Martinez



The New High School 3

• The future possibilities 
for this school system



School News 1

• Senior Reception for 
Class of 1912

• Vaudeville Show at 
Bay View Pavillion



School News 2

• Student Body Officers
• Freshmen Reception
• Annual Athletic Rally



School News 3
• Senior Council requests repair 

of feedboxes and watering 
trough at barn

• Girls raise funds to hire a 
basketball coach

• New student body constitution 
accepted

• January 9th declared a half 
holiday to enjoy the snow



School News 4
• Lincoln’s Birthday celebrated 

with a baseball game: seniors 
vs. lower classes

• New piano purchased to replace 
one lost in fire

• New flag pole installed
• New piano and flag pole 

displayed at George 
Washington tribute Feb. 21

• History & Civic classes mock 
trial



School News 5

• Senior Reception 
hosted by Juniors and 
Sophomores

• High School play 
“Brown at Harvard”



School News 6

• Graduation details for 
class of ’13

• Note: This is the first 
class whose entire 
high school history is 
documented in the 
Torch



Alhambra Yesteryears

1917



Alhambra High School 1917



Torch Cover 1917

• This was the common 
binding for the early 
issues of the torch



Alhambra Faculty



Alhambra Yesteryears

1938



Alhambra Faculty 

• Among the faculty 
names were: 

• Forrest V. Routt, 
superintendent

• William B. Knowles, 
principal



Alhambra Yesteryears

1939



A 
is 
for

A
L
H
A
M
B
R
A



Alhambra Faculty 

• Machine-bound 
volume of the Torch



Alhambra Yesteryears

1947



Torch Foreword

• Class philosophies and 
a photo of Alhambra 
high school.



Alhambra Faculty

• Guides for our future 
leaders



Alhambra Yesteryears

1949



Torch Foreword

• The 40th anniversary 
of the Torch



1949 Faculty

• Note the handwritten 
names in contrasting 
text on the pictures at 
the bottom. 



Alhambra Yesteryears

1950



1950 Front Page

This photo features a 
classic view of the 
front of the high 
school.



Foreword

This foreword talks 
about the present, the 
past, and the future.  
Be sure to read it.



1950 Pictorial

• Just a few shots of our 
Alhambra in those 
days and a panoramic 
view of our campus.



Staff Page 1

• Staff led by Forrest 
Routt as 
Superintendent and 
Willard Knowles as 
Principal 



Staff Page 2

• School Board 
featuring Charles 
Laird as President



Alhambra Yesteryears

1951



1951 Front Page

An interesting view of 
Alhambra High 
School



Foreword

This volume of the 
Torch was meant to 
“serve as a link to a 
happy past”.



1951 Dedication

• This Torch was 
dedicated to Mr. Tutt 
who taught music, 
directing four choruses 
and instrumental 
organizations as well 
as supporting other 
student affairs.



1951 Pictorial

• Images of Alhambra 
High – growing, 
learning, and 
discovering ourselves



Staff Page 1

• Staff led by Willard 
Knowles as  
Superintendent and 
Grenville Jones as 
Principal 



Staff Page 2

• A variety of people 
guiding the leaders of 
the future



Alhambra Yesteryears

1952



1952 Front Page

A panoramic view of the 
athletic field



Foreword

The highlights of this 
year are meant to 
recapture pleasant 
memories for all who 
read it



1952 Pictorial

• Snapshots of happy 
memories 



1952 Pictorial

• More images 
including the 
marching band on the 
athletic field



Staff Page 1

• Staff led by Willard 
Knowles as  
Superintendent and 
Grenville Jones as 
Principal 



Staff Page 2

• The guiding force for 
the leaders of the 
future



Alhambra Yesteryears

1957



1957 Front Page

The Alhambra Athletic 
Field framed by the 
names of the yearbook 
staff



Alhambra High School 1957

This is Alhambra!



Alhambra HS Gymnasium

Home of the Bulldogs!



Administration



Faculty



Faculty



Student Government



Alhambra Yesteryears

1959



1959 Front Page

The 50th Anniversary of 
The Torch



Foreword

While this was not a 
continuous 
publication, the staff 
of this volume is 
hoping it will continue 
in the second half of 
the century since its 
first issue.



Dedication

This Torch is dedicated 
to Miss Melba 
Fitzpatrick

We also pay homage to 
Mrs. AF Bray, Sr. , the 
first editor of The 
Torch



End of the School Day

• A version of our 
school’s traffic jam –
in 1959!



Alhambra’s Athletes

• Featuring our school’s 
swimming pool, the 
track hurdlers, and the 
pole vault competition



Commercial Classes

• Featuring typing and 
bookkeeping classes in 
1959!



Our English Department

• Our guides for 
Literature, Public 
Speaking, Dramatics 
and other parts of the 
English language



Administration

• Featuring our 
Principal Grenville 
Jones and 
Superintendent, 
Willard Knowles 
along with our School 
Board of Trustees



Deans and Office Staff



Custodians & Cafeteria Staff

• Featuring those who 
care for our campus 
buildings and grounds 
as well as the ladies 
who feed us a healthy 
lunch!



Coach Ralph Jackson



Social Studies 



Typing Classes

• Featuring state of the 
art equipment of its 
time, including a tape 
recorder!



Major Torch Sponsor

• Martinez Community 
Hospital served as a 
major sponsor of our 
Torch this year



In Memoriam

• This Torch is in 
Memory of Miss 
Estelle B. Miller



Alhambra Yesteryears

1960



1960 Front Page



Administration

Features the Principal’s 
Message and our 
school’s secretarial 
staff



Superintendent & School Board

Our Superintendent’s 
Message and our 
School Board of 
Trustees



Deans & Counselors

• Just of few of the staff 
who help us plan and 
succeed with our 
future



Art at Alhambra

• Studies in art theory, 
pottery, and charcoal 
drawing are just some 
of the art we created 
here



Mathematics

• From Arithmetic to Trigonometry, Mechanical Drawing 
and even Computer Programming—in 1960



Physical Education



Shop

Wood Shop, Auto Shop, Machine Shop, and 
Welding



Homemaking

• Baking, Decorating, 
Sewing and much 
more to learn for 
future homemakers



Music & Library

• Featuring the 
knowledge shared by 
Mr. Mott and Miss 
Cushman



Business

• Typing, Shorthand, 
Business Machines, 
and Bookkeeping



English



Publications & Speech

Journalism and Public 
Speaking skills from 
Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Holder



Foreign Lanuages

French from Mr.Poirer
Spanish from 
Mr. Tomlinson



Social Studies

World History & US History
American Problems and Psychology



Science

• Biology, Chemistry 
and more!



Alhambra Yesteryears

1963

This is the last cover for 
the Torch that is for 
Alhambra Union High 
School before it became 
part of the Martinez 
Unified School District



Pictorial

• Just a few memories 
of the Alhambra 
Campus



Foreword

• The foreword 
announcing the 
changes and 
challenges of the new 
Alhambra High 
School as it becomes 
part of Martinez 
Unified School 
District



1963 Front Page



Administration



Superintendent & School Board

Our Superintendent’s 
Message and our 
School Board of 
Trustees



Deans & Counselors

• Just of few of the staff 
who help us plan and 
succeed with our 
future



Art at Alhambra

• Studies in art theory, 
pottery, and charcoal 
drawing are just some 
of the art we created 
here



Mathematics

• From Arithmetic to Trigonometry, Mechanical Drawing 
and even Computer Programming—in 1960



Physical Education



Shop

Wood Shop, Auto Shop, Machine Shop, and 
Welding



Homemaking

• Baking, Decorating, 
Sewing and much 
more to learn for 
future homemakers



Music & Library

• Featuring the 
knowledge shared by 
Mr. Mott and Miss 
Cushman



Business

• Typing, Shorthand, 
Business Machines, 
and Bookkeeping



English



Publications & Speech

Journalism and Public 
Speaking skills from 
Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Holder



Foreign Lanuages

French from Mr.Poirer
Spanish from 
Mr. Tomlinson



Social Studies

World History & US History
American Problems and Psychology



Science

• Biology, Chemistry 
and more!



Alhambra Yesteryears

1964



Administration



Faculty 



Faculty



Faculty 



Alhambra Yesteryears

1965



Athletic Field at Night



Alhambra Yesteryears

1968



Front Page

• Front page of Volume 
60 of The Torch, 
featuring an aerial shot 
of the athletic field



A Snapshot in Time

• A view of the school crowd as classes end for the day



Alhambra Yesteryears

1969



Pictorial



Administration



School Board



Mr. Bill Smith



Crowd Shot
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